6                        PREFACE   BY  THE   AUTHOR.

posed by Amir Khusru? of DiUl? on the following
occasion; the holy Nizdmu-d-Dm Auliyd, surnained
Zan-Zar-bakhsk* who was his spiritual preceptor, (and
whose holy residence was near Dim, three Kos* from
the fort, beyond the red gate, and outside the Matiyd
gate, near the red house), fell ill; and to amuse his
preceptor's mind, Amir Khusru used to repeat this tale
to him, and attend him during his sickness. God, in
the course of time, removed his illness ; then he pro-
nounced this benediction on the day he performed the
ablution of cure :5 " That whoever will hear this tale,
will, with the blessing of God, remain in health :"
since which time this tale, composed in Persian, has
been extensively read.

Now, the excellent and liberal gentleman, the judge
of respectable men, Mr. John Gilchrist, (may his good
fortune ever increase as long as the Jamuna and Ganges
flow!) with kindness said to me, " Translate this tale
into the pure Hindustani tongue, which the Urdu
people, both Hindus and Musalmdns, high and low,

1  A celebrated Persian poet of Dilti; Ms odes are very elegant, and have
great poetical genius; he was, as a Persian poet, inferior to none: he is the
original author of this " Tale of the Four Darwesh."

2  The author seems to use DilU or Dihll indifferently for the northern
metropolis of India, vulgarly called Delhi.

3  Zari Zar-laJAsJk, means the bestower of gold;  Nizamu-d-Dln d-uliya
was a famous holy personage of Upper India, and holds the first rank in
the list of the saints of Hindustan.   His shrine is at DilU, and resorted to
by thousands of devotees, and many tales are told of his inspired wisdom,
his superior beneficence, his contempt of the good things .of this world, and
his uncommon philanthropy.

4  The Kos is a measure of distance nearly equal to two English miles,
but varying in different provinces.

5  The Muhammadans, after being cured of sickness or wounds, also their
women, after recovery from child-bed, always bathe in luke-warm water |
which is called the ablution of cure.